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A NOTE FROilll THE CHAIRMAN 

With this confncncc we celebrate the 20th anniversary of the founding of this Socil'ly, even thOll!!h our current 
name has been with us only for the pas! seven Yl.'ars. Our worldwide membership of about 5000 members n:prcscnt 
many discipline-; all brought tor,ethcr by the unifying thread of the "systems" appmach to probkm solving. 

In this regard, we arc indeed pkased to present John Warfield with our Outstanding Conti ibution Award . .ll1hn 
spent the past several years grappling with a ml:lllodology for coping with compkxity. I lis concepts associated with 
Interpretive Structnral Mt,dding have been tested and proven as demonstrated by the session organized by 
H.aymond Fitz on this subjcl:t. 

I feel it necessary to note that we have departed slightly from the conventional in this confcr;;ncc and have 
introduced two scssions which, to some of our rcadt·rs, may appear controversial. 

The first is the session, Scit·ntijic Studies ofAcupunctun·. Al:upuncturc, as you know, originated tht\Usands of 
years ago in tlw orient and only recently received serious attention by Western medical scientists. Did you know that 
acupuncture llourished in the U.S. from Hi20 to IH.'iO'! According to a rescan.:h<.~r at the National Library of Mcdicin~·. 
acupuncture had been introduced to the U.S. from Europe and a sunstantial number of articles appeared on this 
subject in the U.S. medicallitl~rature of the period; however, interest waned as he found only six ;~rtides for the 
period IH50-l900. Tod:ty, the situation has changed. Western medicine now agrees tht~rc is something to 
acupuncture. Its analgesic properties arc recognized but not understood. Bruce Pomeranz of the University of 
Toronto, whose article appears here, recently received international attention on his discovery of a possible 
mechanism that dcscrihes why acupuncture works. Stephen Kim, trained in both Eastern and Western mediciue. is a 
trained acupuncturist. Be departs from traditional methods by making use of an clt·ctronic devit~c for locating 
acupuncture points. I lis paper reports striking success over the traditional methods. The session is roundt.·d out by 
.recent research by nther investigators: Lee, Clifford and Mau. Clearly. acupuncture has now become a valid 
research subject for bio_£Y.hcrncticists. 

·-- -·-OL~r ;~~~1~~-~;·~~-<;-;~;~ntT~-~;;;j" area is R('.\'car;:!t in l's_\;ciu;clicrgetic.>, organized l,iJJaii>!;th.~lff of SRI. The 
presentation of this session is the outgrowth of the spectacular lunclwon talk by llal and Russ Targ at l~1st year's 
conference for \Vhich they received our Franklyn V. Taylor Best Presentation Award. Rcn,gnizing that rheir 
professional integrity was at slake, they have gone to great lengths to <~ssnrc impeccability of their work: neverthe­
less, a reviewer of !IH:ir original paper which appeared in the I LF!-.' Proceeding.~ last year stated,' 'This is thc sort of 
thing I would not believe in even if it were tme." Notwithstanding s11ch emotional n:actitHJs, psychic phenomena arc 
nrcality, and Hal Puthoff's session of first-rate carefully sclct:tcd papers is worthy of your considcratitlll. 

-Ffr~;tlly ,"llii)(:;{i'[:-tilc-Ur'ii,si·i,l!i~r·cs~·n rat ion·s:Tc~HI'li11~-,1·d ytltir-i·caJT~'i_~ i~i!T("fl;v~1rtcr 'sex ccllcnt~um mary. · .-;\ \Vi1~mg 
Diagram of the !Iuman Brain as a Modd for Artificial Intelligence." 

Ill 

r~ (- '· 
William II. I'Ofl A!l·e11 • · • 

Chairnrcln 
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