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A NOTE FROM THE CHAIRMAN

With this conference we celebrate the 20th anniversary of the founding of this Society, even though our current
name has been with us only for the past seven years, Our worldwide membership of about 5000 members represent
many disciplines all brought together by the unifying thread of the *“'systems” approach to probiem solving,.

In this regard, we are indeed pleased to present John Warfield with our Qutstanding Contribution Award, John
spent the past several years grappling with a methodology for coping with complexity. His concepts associated with
Interpretive Structnral Modeling have been tested and proven as demonstrated by the session organized by
Raymond Fitz on this subject.

I feel it necessary to note that we have departed slightly from the conventional in this conference and have
infroduced two sessions which, to some of our readers, may appear controversial.

The first is the session, Scientific Studies of Acupuncture, Acupuncture, as you know, originated thousands of
years ago in the orient und only recently received serions attention by Western medical scientists. Did you know that
acupuncture flourishedinthe U.S. from 1820 to 18507 According to aresearcher at the Nationad Library of Muedicine,
acupuncture had been introduced to the U.S. from Burope and a substantial number of articles appeared on this
subject in the U.S, medical literature of the period; however, interest waned as he found only six articles for the
period 18501900, Today, the situation has changed. Western medicine now agrees there is somcthing to
acupuncture. s analgesic properties are recognized but not undcérstood. Bruce Pomeranz of the University of
Toronto, whose article appears here, recently received international attention on his discovery of a possible
mechanism that deseribes why acupuncture works. Stephen Kim, trainedin both Fastern and Western medicine, (s a
trained acupuncturist. He departs from traditional methods by making use of an electronic device for locating,
acupuncture points. FHis paper reports striking success over the traditional methods. The session is rounded out by
—recent.vesearch by ather investipntors: Lee, Clifford and Mau, Clearly, acupuncture has now become a valid
. Yesearch subject for biocyberneticists.

Our second unconventional areu is Research in I’w( hoe num'ncs, mg,dmzed by Hal Puthoff of SRI. The
presentation of this session is the outgrowth of the spectacular luncheon talk by Hal and Russ Targ at last year’s
conference for which they received our Franklyn V. Taylor Best Presentation Award, Recognizing that their
professional integrity was at stuke, they have gone to great lengths o assure impeccability of their work: neverthe-
less, a reviewer of their original paper which appeared in the IEEL Proceedings last year stated, *This is the sort of
thing I would not belicve ineven il it were true. " Notwithstanding such emotional reactions, psychic phenomen:iare
a reality, and Hal Puthoff’s session of first-rate carefully sclected papers is worthy of your consideration.

I maliy.mnong the unusual presentations, 1 commend your reading BxH Gevarter's excellent summary, A Wiving
Diagram of the Hurman Brain as a Model for Artificial Intelligence.

William U . von Alven
Chairman
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